KERALA POLICE




FOREWARD

This Election Manual has been prepared as a comprehensive
guide to assist police officers in understanding their roles and
responsibilities during the entire electoral cycle-from pre-election
preparations and enforcement of the Model Code of Conduct to
poll day security and post-election duties. It consolidates relevant
legal provisions, operational procedures, preventive strategies and
best practices to promote consistency, clarity and efficiency in
police enforcement.

I urge all officers to familiarize themselves thoroughly with the
contents of this manual and to discharge their duties with integrity,
impartiality and dedication. The credibility of the electoral process
depends significantly on the professionalism and commitment of
the police force. Through vigilant enforcement, proactive
engagement with the community and seamless coordination with
election authorities and civil administration, we can collectively
ensure that elections are conducted smoothly, peacefully and in
accordance with the rule of law.

| extend my best wishes to all personnel entrusted with election
duties.

) a‘-""/‘/
e
Ravada Azad Chandra Sekhar IPS
State Police Chief
Kerala
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OFFENCES RELATING TO ELECTIONS UNDER

THE BHARATIYA NYAYA SANHITA, 2023

Sl Sections . Cognizable/
no of BNS Provisions Nqn-
Cognizable
Promoting enmity
between different
groups on grounds of
religion, race, place of
1 196 (1) birth, residence, Cognizable
language etc. and doing
acts prejudicial to
maintenance of
harmony
Promoting enmity
2 196 (2) between classes in place Cognizable
of Worship etc
Bribery (defined) and Non
3 | 170& 173 punishment for bribery Cognizable
Undue influence at
Election (defined) & it’s Non
4| 171 & 174 punishment for undue Cognizable
influence at elections
Personating at Election
5 | 172 &174 | (defined) and Non
punishment for .
. . Cognizable
personation at elections
False statement in
6 175 connection with Non
Election Cognizable
lllegal payment in Non
7 176 connection with Cognizable
Election
3 177 Failure to keep Election Non
Accounts Cognizable
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OFFENCES UNDER THE REPRESENTATION OF

PEOPLE’S ACT, 1951

Cognizable/
Sl . .
Section Provisions Non
No .
Cognizable
Promoting enmity Non
1 125 between classes in .
. . . Cognizable
connection with election
o1 . Non
2 125 A | Filling false affidavit Cognizable
Prohibition of public
3 126 meetings on the day Non
preceding the election day Cognizable
and on the election day
4 127 (1) Disturbances at election Cognizable
Maintenance of secrecy of Non
5 128 . .
voting Cognizable
Act of officers at election
6 129 1nﬂu<?n01ng voters for Cognizable
candidates
Prohibition within 100mts
7 130 from polling station. Cognizable
Penalty for misconduct Non
8 131 disorderly conduct in or .
; . Cognizable
near polling stations
Penalty for misconduct at .
K 132 (3) the polling station Cognizable
10 132 A Failure to qbser\{e Ngn
procedure in voting Cognizable
Penalty for illegal hiring
. Non
11 133 or procuring of .
. Cognizable
conveyance at elections
Breaches of officials duty
12 134 in connection with Cognizable
elections

18




Penalty for Government

servants to act as Non

13 134 A election/ polling/ Cognizable
counting agents
Prohibition of being

14 134 B | armed to or near polling Cognizable
station

15 135 A Offenc§s of booth Cognizable
capturing
Liquor not to be Non

16 135 C | sold/given/distributed on .

. . Cognizable

polling station

17 | 136 (2) Other offences and Cognizable

penalties

LEGAL PROVISIONS UNDER THE ARMS ACT,

1959
. Cognizable/
SI Section Provisions Non
No s .
cognizable
Manufactures sells,
transfers converts,
25 . .
1 (1)(a) repairs, tests or exposes Cognizable
or offers or possess any
arms or ammunitions
Acquires or carries .
2 25(1-A) prohibited arms Cognizable
Manufactures, possess or
3 25(1AA) | sells etc, any prohibited Cognizable
arm
Committing any offence in .
4 25(1 (C) disturbed agreag Cognizable
Using arms in .
5 27(1) contraversion of Sec 5 Cognizable
6 27(2) Using prohibited arms Cognizable
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7 | 27(3)

Using Arms in
contravention Section 7 Cognizable
causing death

License for manufacture,
sale, etc of arms and Cognizable
ammunition.

Prohibition of acquisition
or possession or of

manufacture or sale of Cognizable
prohibited arms or

prohibited ammunition.

LEGAL PROVISIONS UNDER THE MOTOR

Sec.177

Sec.179

Sec.180

Sec.181

Sec.183

VEHICLE ACT, 1988

General Provision for punishment of

offences.

Disobedience of orders, obstruction and

refusal of information.

Allowing unauthorized persons to drive

vehicles.

Driving vehicles in contravention of section

3 or Section 4.

Driving at excessive speed etc.
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Sec.184

Sec.185

Sec. 186

Sec. 187

Sec. 188

Sec.190

Sec.192

Sec.192A

Sec. 194

Sec.196

Sec.197

Driving dangerously.

Driving by drunken person or by a person

under the Influence of drugs.

Driving when mentally or physically unfit to

drive.

Punishment for offences relating to

accident.

Punishment for abetment of certain

offences.

Using vehicle in unsafe condition.

Using vehicle without registration.

Using vehicle without permit.

Driving vehicle exceeding permissible

weight.

Driving uninsured vehicle.

Taking vehicle without authority.
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Sec.200 Composition of certain offences.

Sec.201 Penalty for causing obstruction to free flow
of traffic.

Sec.202 Power to arrest without warrant.

Sec.203 Breath tests.

Sec.205 Presumption of unfitness to drive.

Sec.206 Power of police Officer to impound
document.

Sec.207 Power to detain vehicles used without

certificate of registration, permit etc.

LEGAL PROVISIONS UNDER THE
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY ACT, 2000

In elections digital platform are widely used for election
campaign, political  advertising, messaging and
mobilization at the same time there misused for fake news,
misinformation hate speech, fake social media accounts

and online voter intimidation.
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Sec.65

Sec.66(B)

Sec.66(E)

Sec.67/67(A)

Sec.69 A

Sec.73

Tampering with computer source

documents

Cheating by personation using computer
(Used for fake social media profiles,
impersonation of candidates, fraudulent

message, seeking votes, money)

Violation of Privacy (Publishing private

images/ videos without consent)

Obscene and sexually explicit content.
(Circulation of obscene material on line to
defame candidates, target women

candidates etc)

Blocking of online content (Government
power to block website, post, URLs. Used
for fake mnews hate speech election

misinformation)

Breach of confidentiality (Misuse of

electronic data obtained lawfully leaks of

23



court data, misuse of election related

digital information)

Sec.80 Power of police to enter, search etc

LEGAL PROVISIONS UNDER THE
RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS PREVENTION OF
MISUSE ACT 1988

Sec.1 Short Title, extent and comments
Sec.2 Definitions
Sec.3 Prohibition of use of religious institution

for certain purpose

Sec.4 Restrictions on carrying arms and

ammunition into a religious institution.

Sec.5 Prohibition of use of funds of religious

Institutions for certain activities.

Sec.6 Prohibition of religious for propagating

Political ideas

Sec.7 Penalties.
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LEGAL PROVISIONS UNDER THE KERALA
POLICE ACT 2011

Sec. 19 District Magistrate is allow to co -ordinate the
police with other agencies in matters including

the conduct of elections.

LEGAL PROVISIONS UNDER THE KERALA
ANTISOCIAL ACTIVITIES (PREVENTION) ACT
2007

Sec.3 Detention Order: Govt. or authorized officer may
order preventive detention up to a period of 6

months.

Sec.15 Exterment-Vanishing a person from district or

multiple districts up to a period of six months.

LEGAL PROVISIONS UNDER THE KERALA
NOISE POLLUTION (REGULATION AND
CONTROL) RULE 2000

Rule.5 Written permission required from competent
authority for the use of loud speaker and

amplifier.
25



As per the Election Commission Guide lines, loud speakers
are allowed only between 6 AM to 10 PM. It is not allowed
48 hours before polling. No loud speakers are allowed near

Polling Stations.

LEGAL PROVISIONS UNDER THE
PREVENTION OF DAMAGE OF PUBLIC
PROPERTY ACT 1980

Sec.3 Who ever commits mischief by damaging public
property shall be punished with imprisonment up

to five years and fine or both.

LEGAL PROVISIONS UNDER THE KERALA
PREVENTION OF DISTURBANCES OF PUBLIC
MEETING ACT 1961

Sec.2 Any person who acts in a disorderly manner
interrupts or obstructs a public meeting causes
disturbance by words gestures or conduct shall be
punished with imprisonment up to six months or

fine or both.

Sec.3 Police may remove any person causing

disturbances .
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